The codicological turn has been a game-changer in studying
early medieval legal cultures over the past 40 years. The
pioneering work of Hubert Mordek, Rosamond McKitterick,
and others has shown that legal manuscripts were unique
collections of texts, sometimes fragmentary and marred by
scribal errors, but always connected to specific interests and
local production conditions. This shift has led historians to
turn from studying texts presented in critical editions to
studying texts transmitted in manuscripts. The enormous
increase in digitized manuscripts has further reinforced this
“whole-book approach” in recent years. Today, it is no longer
possible to conduct research into the legal history of the
early Middle Ages while ignoring where and when individual
manuscripts were created and transmitted. The whole-book
approach is a method that underpins our international
research collaboration that lasted for four years and
materialized in biannual Zoom meetings. In taking an
interdisciplinary approach, historians, legal historians, and art
historians from Germany, Austria, France, Italy, the U.S.A,,
and Japan have analysed individual early medieval law
manuscripts of the Carolingian empire, where Roman,
Frankish, and other legal traditions coexisted and became
deeply influenced by ecclesiastical law. This conference is the
second of two concluding events — the first having occurred
at the University of Tokyo in March 2024 — and will try to
enhance our understanding by working on a typology of early
medieval legal manuscripts.

Credits
St. Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 731, pp. 44, 72, 98, 111,
130, 202 — Lex Romana Visigothorum, Lex Salica, Lex

Alamannorum; http://www.e-codices.ch/en/csg/0731

Registration and Venue . . .
Please register at https://events.gwdg.de/event/846/ for Legal manuscrlpts In the FrankISh

on-site participation. Places are limited. WO rld a nd the tra nsformatlon Of
(acosss v 15t floor), Tnere Kanaler: 15, 50823 Kb early medieval legal cultures
For further questions please contact Daniela Schulz (8th = 1 lth Ce ntu rleS)

(Daniela.Schulz@uni-koeln.de).
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Monday 16/09

09:00 Stefan Esders: Introduction. Towards a typology
of early medieval legal manuscripts

| Session 1: The usefulness of ancient texts

09:10 Francois Bougard: Isidore of Seville: The toolbox
of early medieval legal manuscripts

Coffee break

10:30 Luca Loschiavo: The medieval life of the Collatio
legum Mosaicarum et Romanarum. Around the
Possible (and Targeted) Sending of Roman Law Texts

from Rome towards the Frankish Kingdom

BnF, Lat. 4628 as a lawbook

Lunch

13:30 Helmut Reimitz: Patterns of legal pluralism:
Histories of law in Paris, BnF, Lat. 10758

Transfer to Diisseldorf

17:30 Book presentation at the Academy of
Sciences, Humanities and the Arts in
Diisseldorf (invited guests only)

Tuesday 17/09
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Session 3: Canon law manuscripts

09:30 Rosamond McKitterick: Einsiedeln,
Stiftsbibliothek MS 191 and its implications

10:20 Till Stiiber: From Carthage to Bavaria. Observations
on the canonical mss. of Freising (Munich clm 6243)

and Wirzburg (M.p.th.f.146)

Coffee break

Session 4: Exceptional compilations

11:40 Osamu Kano: Tours or the royal court? On the
origin of the manuscript Paris, BnF, Lat. 2718

Lunch

13:30 Britta Mischke: Lupus’ Liber legum in the Mainz legal
compendium Gotha Memb. I. 84

AT

@ Session 5: A case study from different angles:
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14:20 Beatrice Kitzinger/Jennifer Davis: Integrating
Text and Image: A Case Study of the Wandalgarius

Codex

Coffee break

15:40 Grigorii Borisov: Revisiting the law book of
Uuandalgarius: A paleographer’s point of view

16:30 Karl Ubl: Conclusion and final discussion



