
9:00 Registration

10:00 The Mystery and Significance of Curiosity for Brain and Behavior
Jacqueline Gottlieb
(Columbia University)

11:00
Disentangling the Influences of Curiosity and Active Exploration 
on Cognitive Map Formation

Ellen O'Donoghue 
(Cardiff University)

11:20
Curious but helpless: A unique developmental trajectory 
towards social learning in humans

Christian Kliesch
(Universität Potsdam)

11:40
Curiosity beyond novelty and its social contagion in captive 
chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes)

Saein Lee
(University of Zurich)

12:00 Understanding children’s perspectives in social interactions
Sarah Eiteljoerge
(University of Göttingen)

12:20 Lunch break

13:20
Dogs with a large vocabulary of object labels learn new labels 
by overhearing ‎like 1.5-year-old infants

Shany Dror
(University of Veterinary Medicine, 
Vienna)

13:40
Uncertainty guides learning: How children learn and revise new 
word meanings in ambiguity

Natalie Bleijlevens 
(University of Göttingen)

14:00 A social-vocal norm in a non-human primate?
Nikhil Phaniraj 
(University of Zurich)

14:20
Navigating Rules with Flexibility: Developmental Insights into 
Adaptive Rule Understanding

Daniil Serko 
(Technical University of Munich)

14:40 Coffee break

15:10
Cognitive and neurobiological basis of interactive decisions 
under uncertainty

Bahador Bahrami 
(Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität 
München)

16:10
Does socio-ecology shape social preferences in non-human 
primates?

Claudia Fichtel 
(German Primate Center)

16:30
Deciding while acting – the planning horizon of primate 
sensorimotor cortex

Irene Lacal 
(German Primate Center)

16:50
Modulation of Neural Function Following Experience in 
Alternate Social Realities

Frederic Römschied 
(European Neuroscience Institute 
Göttingen)

17:10
Conflict detection and cognitive effort during reasoning: 
behavioral and psychophysiological insights

Gerit Pfuhl 
(Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology

17:30 Poster session

Monday, Oct 13th, 2025

   



9:00 Marmosets - tuned for social interaction
Judith Burkart 
(University of Zurich)

10:00
Environmental influences on early numerical development - A 
comparison between South Africa and the UK

Elizaveta Ivanova 
(University of Surrey)

10:20 Children’s social-information seeking
Laura Schlingloff-Nemecz 
(Technical University of Munich)

10:40
Parent Speech in Free Play Is Guided by Infant Attention, but 
Organised by Object Familiarity

Anne-Kathrin Mahlke 
(University of Göttingen)

11:00 Once Upon a Time: A Storytelling Language Model
Jonas Mayer Martins 
(University of Göttingen (CIDAS))

11:20 Coffee break

11:50 The co-evolution of cooperation and competition within groups
Carsten De Dreu 
(University of Groningen)

12:10 The evolution of between-sex bonds in primates
Liesbeth Sterck 
(Utrecht University)

12:30
Vocal accommodation in the syntactic structure of marmoset 
phee sequences

Kaja Wierucka 
(German Primate Center)

12:50
Automated detection of social interactions in free-ranging 
redfronted lemurs using deep learning

Richard Vogg 
(University of Göttingen)

13:10 Lunch break

14:10
Cooperative strategies in marmoset dyads and their neural 
mechanisms

Steve Chang 
(Yale University)

15:10
Neural correlates of dynamic social coordination in macaque 
premotor cortex

Sebastian Moeller 
(German Primate Center)

15:30
Moving in and out of synch – effects of physiological 
synchronization on cooperation success in human dyads

Rahel Katharina Brügger 
(Universität Zürich)

15:50
Consolation or consternation? Whether pigs react prosocially to 
a partner in need relates to their extent of emotional arousal

Liza Rose Moscovice 
(Leibniz Institute for Farm Animal 
Biology)

16:10
Stable clique membership in mouse societies requires oxytocin-
enabled social sensory states

Corentin Nelias 
(Johannes-Gutenberg University)

16:30 break

18:10
The evolving landscapes of Computational Neuroscience on the 
Göttingen Campus and the next 20 years of BCCN

Fred Wolf 
(University of Göttingen)

18:30 Neural codes for natural behaviors in bats
Nachum Ulanovsky 
(Weizmann Institute of Science)

Tuesday, Oct 14th, 2025



9:00 Object vision in mice Emilie Macé 
(University Medical Center Göttingen)

9:30
Optogenetic Generation of In-Vivo-Like Conductance 
Fluctuations

Neil Lewis Wesch 
(University of Göttingen, CIDBN)

9:50
Screening of adeno-associated virus serotypes to transduce 
gastric smooth muscle cells for optogenetic stimulation

Johannes Riebeling 
(University Medical Center Göttingen)

10:10
A versatile interface for in-vitro neuronal networks provides 
patterned stimulation 24/7

Cyprian Adler 
(University of Göttingen, CIDBN)

10:30
Theory of responses to holographic optogenetics in recurrent 
circuits

Agostina Palmigiano 
(University College London)

11:30 Coffee break

11:55
Lateral hypothalamic orexin/hypocretin circuits affect vision on 
multiple scales in mice.

Cornelia Schöne 
(University of Göttingen, CIDBN)

12:15
Dendritic predictive learning enhances the detection of salient 
stimuli for adaptive behavior

Lucas Rudelt 
(MPI for Dynamics and Self-
Organization)

12:35
Sensory neural codes in the human temporal cortex flexibly 
adjust representational geometry to meet multiple task 
demands

Tarana Nigam 
(Ruhr-University Bochum)

12:55 Heterogeneity and response sharpening in balanced ring models Mohammadreza Soltanipour 
(University of Göttingen, CIDBN)

13:15 lunch break

14:00
Synaptic and neuronal heterogeneities to improve computation 
and artificial intelligence

Christian Tetzlaff 
(University of Göttingen)

14:20
Evolution of action potential firing precision and axon initial 
segment scaffolds

Andreas Neef 
(University of Göttingen, CIDBN)

14:40
Information and the Evolution of Species-Specific Signals and 
Preferences

Daesung Cho 
(European Neuroscience Institute 
Göttingen)

15:00
A synthetic biology model of the early visual pathway to study 
the emergence of orientation selectivity

Julian Vogel 
(University of Göttingen, CIDBN)

15:20
Marking homologous genetic neural lineages reveals 
developmental differences in brains of flies and beetles with 
likely relevance to circuitry and behavior

Gregor Bucher 
(University of Göttingen)

15:40
From ciliary beating to muscular locomotion: Developmental 
origins of nervous systems in the annelid Platynereis dumerilii

Beke Lohmann, Mette Handberg-
Thorsager 
(University of Göttingen)

16:00 Closing remarks Fred Wolf 
(University of Göttingen)

Wesdnesday, Oct 15th, 2025



No presenter

11 Niluka Hettige
(University of Colombo, Sri Lanka)

1 Leon Sebastian Behle
(University of Göttingen)

2 Jorge Cabrera-Moreno
(Universität Zürich)

3 Ann Thompson
(German Primate Center)

4 Anirban Ganguly 
(University of Helsinki)

5 Ayuno Nakahashi 
(German Primate Center)

6 Richardt Hansen 
(University of Dundee)

7 Felix Schneider 
(German Primate Center)

8 Darius Lewen 
(MPI for Dynamics and Self-Organisation)

9
Luise Kuo
(Georg August Universität Göttingen & 
German Primate Center)

10 Niluka Hettige 
(University of Colombo , Sri Lanka)

14 Marlene Meyer 
(University of Göttingen)

15 Esther Anna Semmelhack 
(University of Göttingen)

16 Giulia Zantonello 
(University of Göttingen)

17 Dimphy van Boerdonk 
(University of Münster)

18 Ishita Goyal 
(Universitätsklinikum Würzburg)

19 Aslan Satary Dizaji 
(University of Michigan)

poster title

Curious choices: How explore-exploit trade-offs shape preschoolers’ 
decision-making

Detecting Mental Fatigue in Interactive Settings: Pupil Dynamics and 
Motor Performance in a Simulated Human-Robot Collaboration Task

Exploring Curiosity: A Multidimensional Investigation during Reading

Exploring exploration; a quick review of definitions

Exploring Neural Dynamics in Mental Rotation Through Time-Resolved 
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation

Exploring the Inner Workings and Internal Representations of 
Predictive Coding Networks in Comparison to Usual Feedforward 
Neural Networks

Cross-Cultural Variations in Conversational AI Use for Elderly Mental 
Health Support: A Systematic Review

List of Posters

“The Transformative Power of Love on Social Cognition: Exploring the 
Role of Emotional Safety in Risk-Taking and Exploration”

Affective Valence, Self-Relevance, and Uncertainty in Non-
instrumental Curiosity: Evidence from a Controlled Trivia Paradigm

Beyond the dyadic framework: Acoustic imaging for multi-individual 
vocal dynamics in social animals.

Capturing naturalistic behaviour in marmoset groups

Carry-over effect of artificial light at night on daytime mating activity in 
an ecologically important detritivore, the amphipod Gammarus pulex

Choice-predictive biases in dorsal premotor cortex and parietal reach 
region during multi-attribute value-based decisions

Communication Helps Politically Aligned Groups Sustain Resources 
Together, but Democrats Benefit More than Republicans when 
Outnumbered

Confidence over competence: Real-time integration of social 
information in human continuous perceptual decision-making

Continuous dynamics of cooperation and competition in social 
decision-making

Cooperative breeding and sleeping associations in grey mouse lemurs



20 Elif Karakoc 
(German Primate Center)

21
Sara Ahmadi Majd, Zahra Yousefi Darani 
(University of Göttingen, German Primate 
Center)

22 Ivan Aslanov 
(Universidad de Chile)

23 Oana Stanciu 
(Technical University Munich)

24
Olesia Moiseenko 
(Donders Institute of Brain, Cognition and 
Behavior)

25 Juan Pablo Fiorenza 
(University of Göttingen)

26 Mauricio A. Diaz 
(Leibniz Institute for Resilience Research)

27 Valentin Hassler 
(University of Göttingen)

28 Billur Yaran 
(University of Trier)

29 Judit J. Stolla 
(German Primate Center)

30 Kwun Hei Samuel Sy 
(European Neuroscience Institute)

31
Sacha Christoph Engelhardt 
(University of Göttingen/Deutsches 
Primatenzentrum)

12 Niluka Hettige 
(University of Colombo, Sri Lanka)

32 Jessica Grunwald (German Primate Center)
Zurna Ahmed (University of Göttingen)

33 Sandro Sehner 
(German Primate Center)

34 Selma Kouaiche
(University of Göttingen)

35 Zahraa Karnib 
(University of Göttingen)

36 Alperen Doganer 
(University of Göttingen)

Sacred Place Attachment and Sustainable Climate Behaviors in South 
Asia: A Conceptual Approach

Social Context shapes behavioral dynamics of foraging decisions in 
freely moving rhesus macaques

Step by Step or Hit and Miss? Investigating Social Learning and 
Information Accumulation in Lemurs

Stochastic model for the optimal fusion of social and sensory 
information in transparent interactions

Subanesthetic ketamine restores juvenile ocular dominance plasticity 
in adult mouse primary visual cortex

The Effect of Anticipated Affective Outcomes on Social Approach 
Avoidance

Information-Theoretic Resilience Across Neural Network Topologies

Learning Task-Driven Scan Paths with Log Polar Foveated Networks

Longitudinal Development of Curiosity-Based Learning across 
Childhood and Adolescence: The Influence of Metacognition and 
Agency

No transfer between object and picture discrimination learning in 
Guinea baboons (Papio papio)

Pallium-encoded valence-specific chemosensory amplification of eye-
body coordination in larval zebrafish

Prosociality meta-analysis in non-human mammals and birds

Information transfer during dyadic interactions in perceptual decision-
making

Foraging competence and scrounging tolerance enhance social 
relationships in a socially tolerant wild primate

Freely behaving is not randomly behaving: Hidden vigilance states in 
naturalistic foraging

Fulfilling Curiosity with AI: Interacting with ChatGPT Magnifies the 
Illusion of Explanatory Depth

How do children leverage exploration with advice seeking?

Information gain and caregivers’ interactive behavior as drivers of 
infants’ visual attention indexing curiosity



37 Shreya Venkatesan 
(University of Göttingen)

38
Saskia Sperfeld 
(University of Veterinary Medicine 
Hannover)

39 Valentin Neuhaus 
(University of Göttingen)

13 Niluka Hettige 
(University of Colombo, Sri Lanka)

40 Livia Wilod Versprille 
(University of Göttingen)

41 Monika Mircheva 
(Universität Zürich)

42 Jorg Massen 
(Utrecht University)

43 Tamara Isabelle Sorg 
(German Primate Center)

Voices of the Scavengers: Complex Communication in Rüppell’s 
Vultures Supports Social-Cognitive Evolution

Wild grey mouse lemurs (Microcebus murinus) maximise own pay-off 
in prosocial choice test

The Influence of Popularity on Children's Curiosity

To boldly call where no gerbil has called before? Linking personality 
and acoustic behavior in Mongolian gerbils

Training Spiking Neural Networks via Information-Theoretic Principles

Using an Interdisciplinary Approach to Explore the Impact of 
Interaction with Environment on Individuals’ Cognition

Visual critical period maturation is crucial for the development and 
refinement of binocular vision required for predation

Vocal behavior under information asymmetry: the role of social 
dynamics and hormones
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